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that Americans, 50 percent to 42 per- 
cent, disapprove of the way Clinton is 
handling the dispute over the federal 
budget Two weeks ago, by 50 percent 
to 46 percent, more respondents ap- 
proved of his handling of the issue. 

At the same time, Republicans get 
overwhelmingly bad grades for their 
performance, grades that have re- 
mained in the cellar for two months of 
budget talks and government shut- 
downs. In mid-November, 71 percent of 
those questioned disapproved of GOP 
handling of the issue, 21 percent ap- 
proved. In the latest poll, the numbers 
were about the same: 74 percent disap- 
proval, 20 percent approval. 

Administration officials have been 
bracing for what they long predicted 
would be public disgust with both sides 
if gridlock went on and on. The latest 
polls show the start of that, but only the 
start, and give Republicans little com- 
fort as they prepare for the next stage 
of their battle with the president. 

Overall, the poll shows Clinton’s ap- 
proval rating as holding up, at 51 per- 
cent, although more disapprove of his 
handling of the economy, 48 percent to 
45 percent, than approve of it. In addi- 
tion, 58 percent think the economy is 
getting worse compared to the 27 per- 
cent who think it is getting better. And 
on the eve of a State of the Union ad- 
dress in which Clinton plans to declare 
the state of the union strong, most 
Americans — 66 percent — continue to 
believe the country is on the wrong 
track. 

While the heart of the dispute is over 
a long-term balanced budget plan, the ' 
more immediate threat of another gov- 
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eminent shutdown stems from the 
ability of Republicans and the Whi 
House to agree on six of 13 ma. 
spending bills for the fiscal year that 
ganOct 1. 

A new short-term spending measi 
is needed to keep nine Cabinet de. 
ments and three dozen other agenci 
operating beyond the Friday midnighi 
deadline, which was set by legislatia 
cleared by Congress and the presides 
Jan. 5 to a three-week shutdown. 

Livingston said the GOP extensio 
under consideration would keep . 
government running “fundamentally 
the same level” as now, with no pr| 
grams funded at lower than 75 percei 
of last year’s levels. However, he sail 
that between 12 and 20 program 
would be terminated, although the sj 
cific programs had not yet been agri 
to last night. 

Later, after a meeting with GO 
leaders, Livingston said that then 
would be some things in the new legb 
lation that would give the presider t 
“heartburn.” He said, “It won’t be eas[ 
for him, but it won’t be easy for us . 
sell to our conference either. . . . That 
what makes a compromise.” 
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Staff writer Ann Devroy contributed; 
to this report. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 



For the latest news throughout the 
day on budget negotiations, see 
Digital Ink , The Post’s on-line 
service. To learn about Digital Ink, 
call 202-3344740. 




